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January 16, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY'S FILES:

There was a meeting at the White House today at 12:45 attended
by the President, Secretary Morgenthau, ir. Paul, and Mr. Pehle,
Secretary liorgenthau had requested the appointment to discuss the
problem of saving the remaining Jews in Europe.

The conference lasted about twenty minutes. Secretary
liorgenthau advised the President that he was deeply disturbed about
the failure of the State Department to take any eifective action to
save the remaining Jews in Europe. He explained that the Treasury
Department, in connection with the operation of the Foreign Funds
Control, had uncovered evidence” indicating that not only were the
people in the State Department inefficient in dealing with this
problem, but thet they were actually taking action to prevent the
rescue of the Jews. The Secretary then asked John Pehle to ex=
plain to the President the facts which the Treasury had uncovered.
The President listened atlentively and seemed to grasp the
significance of the various points. He also glanced at the.proposed
Executive Order and suggested thet perhaps the Secretary of War
should be on the Board. The President inquired as to why Mr,
Crowley was put on the Board and did not seem satisfied that there
Was any reason to put Mr. Crowley on the Board, The President

-asked whether lir. Stettinius had been consulted and referred to
the fact that Stettinius had recently reorganized the State Depart-
. ment and that nowhere in the orgenization chart was there any indi-
cation thet any particular division was charged with this problem.
& The Secretary indicated that we had been dealing with ifr. Hull on
§ the general matter and had hesitated to put Stettinius instead of
¢ Hull on the Boapd. Nevertheless, the President indicated that he
. would like to have the matter taken up with Mr. Stettinius and
indicated that he thought Stettinius would be sympathetic. He
said he would also like to have Judge Rosenman brought into the
Picture. The Secretary said he had already talked to Judge Rosenman
about the matter.

i
4
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During the conference the following points were brought outs

(1) The Secretary said he was convinced that effective
action could be taken and referred to the results
that his father, Henry liorgenthau, Sr., had ob-
tained when he was Ambassador to Turkey in getting
the Armenians out of Turkey end saving their lives.
The President said he agreed that some effective
action could be taken and referred particularly to
the movement of Jews through Rumania into Bulgaria
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and out through Turkey. He said he thought such
channels were wide open at the present time, but
that they would not be open if Turkey entered
the war. :

(2) 'The President referred to the possibility of get-
ting people over the Spanish and Swiss borders.

(3) The President seemed disinclined to believe that
Long wanted to stop effective action from being
taken, but said that Long had been somewhat
soured on the problem when Rabbi Wise got Long
to approve a long list of people being brought
into this country many of whom turned out to he .
bad people. Secretary lorgenthau reminded the
President that at a Cabinet meeting Biddle had
indicated that only three Jews of those entering
the United States during the war had turned out.
to be undesirable. The President said that he
had been advised that the figure was considerably
larger. In any event he felt that Long was
inclined to be soured on the situation.

Following the meeting with the President and while still at
the White House, Secretary liorgenthau called lir. Stettinius and

- Judge Hosenman and arrenged a meeting at the Secretary’s home at
230

: The 5:30 meeting was attended by the Secretary, lir. Stettinius,

Judge Rosenman, lir. Paul, and Mr. Pehle. The Secretary told iir.

Steftinius in plain words that he was convinced that people in the

*State Department, particularly Breckinridge Long, were deliberately
obstructing the execution of any plan to save the Jews and that .

forthright immediate action was necessary if this Government wes

not going to be placed in the seme position as Hitler and share

the responsibility for exterminating all the Jews of Europe. At

the Secretary's request Pehle then explained in detail the facts

that had been uncovered by the Treasury. Stettinius seemed

shocked by these facts although he said he was not surprised about

Breckinridge Long since Long had fallen down just as badly and in

an equally shocking way in fthe handling of the exchange of prisoners.

~ Stettinius was very frank in his views on Long's feilures and
pointed out that in the reorganization of the State Department

®
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The Holocaust Rev_isifed

imagery. All available imagery on Auschwitz acquired between 4 April 1944 and 21
January 1945 was examined.

Backgrotind: Construction of the various Auschwitz camps began in spring 1940.
Auschwitz I, the so-called Main Camp, was operational by fall of that year. The
development of Birkenau (Auschwitz II), began in fall 1941 with Russian prisoners of
war as construction crews. The 1. G. Farben industrial facility, referred to as “Buna”
(Auschwitz IT1), was begun at Monowice in April 1941. Expansion of these facilities
was virtually continuous until the evacuation of the area by the Nazis in January 1945,
The operation of these vast petrochemical facilities was a joint SS and 1. G. Farben
venture. Farben had full access to a source of slave labor—prisoners from Auschwitz
and local British prisoners of war—and the SS received the salaries paid their

prisoners.

Crippling the German petrochemical production system was a high Allied
priority, so the targeting of the Farben complex was inevitable. The late date of the
reconnaissance effort is probably attributable to the plant’s production status; it
produced no significant amounts of fuel until 1944, Another factor was probably the
distance from Allied air bases—about 750 miles from England and 700 miles from
Italy.

Photo Evidence: The mission of 4 April 1944 produced very little photographic
coverage of the I. G. Farben complex. It was not until the 26 June 1944 mission
(Photos 1 & 1A) that an overall view of the complex, both as to extent and purpose,
could be interpreted. For our study, however, even the partially successful mission of 4
April provided positive evidence.

Auschwitz [

Background: Details of the origin of the camp have been outlined earlier, but
some additional comments are appropriate. It was at this facility that experiments in
mass extermination by using Zyklon-B gas were first carried out. Rudolf Hoess, the
notorious camp commandant, initially tested the use of that gas on Russian prisoners of
war in 1941. The first gas chamber and crematorium, number I by the Nazi
numbering system, was later constructed at this camp. The Main Camp penal barracks
for problem prisoners (Barracks Block 11), and the medical experimentation barrack
located here would both become infamous.

Photo Evidence: Analysis of the facilities at Auschwitz I (Photo 2) combined with
the collateral information, corroborate eyewitness accounts of its description. We can
identify GCas Chamber and Crematorium I, the Commandant’s quarters, the camp
headquarters and administration buildings, the prisoner registration building, the
individual barrack blocks and the infamous “execution wall” between barrack blocks
10 and 11. This latter facility was used for the exemplary execution of *“problem”
prisoners. Death was inflicted either by hanging or shooting against the execution wall.
In addition to the above, the camp kitchen, guard towers, and the security fencing can
all be identified.

On the photography of 4 April 1944, a small vehicle was identified in a specially
secured annex adjacent to the Main Camp gas chamber. Eyewitness accounts describe
how prisoners arriving in Auschwitz-Birkenau, not knowing they were destined for
extermination, were comforted by the presence of a “Red Cross ambulance.” In
reality, the SS used that vehicle to transport the deadly Zyklon-B crystals. Could this
be that notorious vehicle? While conclusive proof is lacking, the vehicle was not
present on imagery of 25 August and 13 September 1944 after the extermination
facility had been converted to an air raid shelter.®

* Ibid.
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The Extermination Process

Background: Extermination operations in progress at Birkenau were recorded on
aerial photography of 25 August 1944. By that time, rail transports of prisoners were
being channeled into Auschwitz from locations throughout occupied Europe in a
desperate attempt to achieve the “Final Soluation™ prior to the collapse of the Nazi war
machine. After a trip lasting from a few hours te days, those who survived the journey
faced a selection process. SS “‘doctors” screened the prisoners to determine those fit to
be used as slave laborers and those to be exterminated. Those selected as laborers were
sent “to the right” while those to be exterminated were sent “‘to the left,” according to

] numerous eyewitness accounts of these last tragic moments.”

Photo Evidence: A 10X enlargement of imagery acquired on 25 August covers

only the southern third of Birkenau and is of very high quality for its day (Photo 4).

of The imagery illustrates eyewitness accounts of the death process at Birkenau. A rail
transport of 33 cars is at the Birkenau railhead and debarkation point. Prisoners can be

seen beside the train. The selection process is either under way or completed. One

group of prisoners is apparently being marched to Gas Chamber and Crematorium II.

7Kraus and Kulka, The Death Factory, pp. 130-141.
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